
School of Civic Life and Leadership 1

SCHOOL OF CIVIC LIFE AND
LEADERSHIP
Introduction
The School of Civic Life and Leadership (SCiLL) offers courses that
explore the foundational questions, texts, and traditions that have shaped
American democracy and Western thought and that continue to inform
civic life. The School’s curriculum targets four core competencies:

• developing a civic perspective that connects philosophy, history,
religion, economics, and politics;

• mastering the American civic tradition and its global influences;
• critically examining how the Western tradition serves broader human

flourishing;
• building skills for public discourse and leadership.

Through this interdisciplinary program of study, students cultivate the
capacities for civil discourse and wise leadership, and are prepared to live
meaningful lives in a pluralistic democracy.

On Carolina’s campus, SCiLL fosters a vibrant culture of civic engagement
through its Civil Discourse Residential Community (CivComm), the
Program for Public Discourse, and the Public Fellows Program, while
partnering with units across the university. Beyond campus, SCiLL
advances civil discourse and civic education through programs with the
School of Government for state legislators and congressional chiefs
of staff, high school debate tournaments, and partnerships with local
schools. SCiLL also supports the nation’s educators through a civics
institute for high school teachers and students and civil discourse
seminars for university faculty.

Advising
All SCiLL minors are assigned a faculty mentor, who will reach out to
take students to lunch or coffee at least once a semester. Mentors can
offer advice on course selection, as well as internship and post-graduate
advising. Further information on courses, faculty, and undergraduate
opportunities may be obtained from the department’s website (http://
civiclife.unc.edu/).

Opportunities for Students
Students minoring in Civic Life and Leadership also have access to the
following co-curricular opportunities:

• Eligibility for summer research (https://civiclife.unc.edu/summer-
research-fellowships/), internship, and scholarship funding; 

• The opportunity to attend and participate in reading groups, field
trips, debate societies, and events put on by the department and
theProgram for Public Discourse (https://publicdiscourse.unc.edu/).

In addition, SCiLL's Civil Discourse Residential Community (https://
housing.unc.edu/explore/residential-learning-programs/the-civil-
discourse-community/) is a vibrant residential learning program that
empowers Carolina students to engage in courageous, honest and
respectful conversations about life’s most fundamental questions.

Minors

• Civic Life and Leadership (https://catalog.unc.edu/undergraduate/
programs-study/civic-life-leadership-minor/)

Courses

• School of Civic Life and Leadership (SCLL) (https://catalog.unc.edu/
courses/scll/)

Professors
Jed Atkins, Erica Charters, Guy Chet, Dustin Sebell, Daniel DiSalvo.

Associate Professors 
David Decosimo, Rita Koganzon, Rasoul Namazi.

Assistant Professors
Flynn Cratty, Connor Grubaugh, Michael Hawley, Danielle Charette James,
Benjamin Musachio, Jose Maria Andres Porras, Kathryn Wagner.

Teaching Associate Professor
Nora Hanagan.

Teaching Assistant Professor
Ejuerleigh Jones.

Adjunct Professors
Florence Dore (English and Comparative Literature), Adam Goldstein
(School of Medicine).

Adjunct Associate Professors
Li-Ling Hsiao (Asian and Middle Eastern Studies), Christian Lundberg
(Communication), Michael Morgan (History).

Research Assistant Professor
Lauren Brown Sebell.

Lecturer
Melody Grubaugh.

Professors of the Practice
Zachary Bennett, Kyle Martin, John Rose, Jeffrey Warren.

Contact Information
School of Civic Life and Leadership
Visit Program Website (https://civiclife.unc.edu)
Bynum Hall, Campus Box 3408

Director and Dean
Jed Atkins
Jed.Atkins@unc.edu

Associate Dean of Faculty Development and Curriculum
Daniel DiSalvo
disalvo1@unc.edu

Director of Undergraduate Studies
Rita Koganzon
koganzon@unc.edu
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