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CURRICULUM IN
ARCHAEOLOGY
Introduction
The undergraduate major in archaeology focuses on the systematic
study of the human past through its material remains by means of the
excavation, recovery, and interpretation of artifacts and other associated
evidence. Historical, environmental, and comparative components enable
the examination of different culture systems through time and space,
as well as the reconstruction of past lifeways and the interpretation of
ancient social, political, and economic systems. The geographic scope of
the program includes the Americas, Europe and the Mediterranean, Egypt,
and the Near East. The educational goal of the program is to provide
the student with a component of a liberal arts education that draws
on both the social sciences and the humanities. It also will effectively
prepare students for graduate study in anthropological archaeology,
Mediterranean archaeology, museology, and historical preservation, or
careers in contract archaeology and cultural resource management.
Students interested in applying to graduate programs in Mediterranean
or Near Eastern archaeology may need ancient language classes not
required for the major. Students should consult the faculty advisor in
archaeology if they have questions.

Advising
All majors and minors have a primary academic advisor assigned in
ConnectCarolina. Students are strongly encouraged to meet regularly
with their advisor and review their Tar Heel Tracker each semester.
The curriculum’s director of undergraduate studies (see “Contact
Information” above) works with current and prospective majors and
minors by appointment. Students are encouraged to consult with the
director of undergraduate studies about course choices and field work
opportunities. Curriculum academic advising is particularly important for
those majors who are considering going on to graduate school. Further
information on courses, undergraduate research opportunities, and the
honors program may be obtained from the curriculum’s website (https://
archaeology.sites.unc.edu/home/ca/).

Graduate School and Career Opportunities
The undergraduate curriculum in archaeology prepares majors for
specialized graduate study in archaeology and cognate fields. The
specific area of graduate study will depend on the fields of concentration
of major, minor, and supporting coursework. Graduating majors (and
double majors and minors) may pursue degree programs and careers
in fields such as anthropology, Latin American studies, classical and
medieval archaeology, Egyptology and ancient Near Eastern archaeology,
art history, ancient history, and linguistics. Provided with a well-rounded
undergraduate degree in the liberal arts, graduating students may pursue
professional and graduate programs in diverse fields of the humanities
and social sciences, utilizing their skills in various professions such as
field archaeology (professional or contract archaeology), museology,
conservation and historical preservation, cultural resource and heritage
management, and teaching. Career resources as well as a list of former
graduates and their careers are available on the curriculum’s website
(https://archaeology.sites.unc.edu/home/ca/).

Major

• Archaeology Major, B.A. (https://catalog.unc.edu/undergraduate/
programs-study/archaeology-major-ba/)

Minor

• Archaeology Minor (https://catalog.unc.edu/undergraduate/
programs-study/archaeology-minor/)

Adjunct Professors
Benjamin Arbuckle, Donald C. Haggis, Jodi Magness, Patricia M.
McAnany, David Mora-Marín, Vincas P. Steponaitis.

Adjunct Associate Professors
Anna Agbe-Davies, Brian Billman, Jennifer Gates-Foster, Heather Lapham,
Hérica Valladares.

Adjunct Assistant Professors
Mary Beth Fitts, Timothy Shea.

Adjunct Assistant Teaching Professors
Rachel Briggs, Douglas Smit.

Professors Emeriti
Carole L. Crumley, R.P. Stephen Davis Jr., Dale Hutchinson, C. Margaret
Scarry, Laurie Cameron Steponaitis, Mary C. Sturgeon.

ARCH–Archaeology
Undergraduate-level Courses

 ARCH 393.  Internship in Archaeology.  3-6 Credits.  
Permission of the instructor and the director of undergraduate studies.
Internships combine substantive work experience with an academic
project.

Rules & Requirements  

  IDEAs in Action Gen Ed: HI-INTERN.
Making Connections Gen Ed: EE- Academic Internship.  
Repeat Rules: May be repeated for credit. 12 total credits. 2 total
completions.  
Grading Status: Letter grade.  

ARCH 395.  Research in Archaeology.  1-6 Credits.  
Permission of the instructor. For students who wish to participate in
laboratory or field research programs. May be taken twice.

Rules & Requirements  
Repeat Rules: May be repeated for credit. 12 total credits. 2 total
completions.  
Grading Status: Letter grade.  

ARCH 396.  Independent Study in Archaeology.  1-6 Credits.  
Permission of the instructor. Special reading and research in archaeology
under the supervision of a selected instructor. May be taken twice.

Rules & Requirements  
Repeat Rules: May be repeated for credit. 12 total credits. 2 total
completions.  
Grading Status: Letter grade.  

https://archaeology.sites.unc.edu/home/ca/
https://archaeology.sites.unc.edu/home/ca/
https://archaeology.sites.unc.edu/home/ca/
https://archaeology.sites.unc.edu/home/ca/
https://archaeology.sites.unc.edu/home/ca/
https://catalog.unc.edu/undergraduate/programs-study/archaeology-major-ba/
https://catalog.unc.edu/undergraduate/programs-study/archaeology-major-ba/
https://catalog.unc.edu/undergraduate/programs-study/archaeology-major-ba/
https://catalog.unc.edu/undergraduate/programs-study/archaeology-minor/
https://catalog.unc.edu/undergraduate/programs-study/archaeology-minor/
https://catalog.unc.edu/undergraduate/programs-study/archaeology-minor/


2  Curriculum in Archaeology

Advanced Undergraduate and Graduate-level Courses
 ARCH 691H.  Seniors Honors Thesis, Part 1.  3 Credits.  

First semester of senior honors thesis. Independent research under the
direction of an archaeology curriculum faculty member. Permission of the
instructor. Restricted to senior honors candidates.

Rules & Requirements  

  IDEAs in Action Gen Ed: RESEARCH.
Making Connections Gen Ed: EE- Mentored Research.  
Grading Status: Letter grade.  

 ARCH 692H.  Senior Honors Thesis, Part 2.  3 Credits.  
Second semester of senior honors thesis. Independent research under
the direction of an archaeology curriculum faculty member. Permission of
the instructor. Restricted to senior honors candidates.

Rules & Requirements  

  IDEAs in Action Gen Ed: RESEARCH.
Making Connections Gen Ed: EE- Mentored Research.  
Grading Status: Letter grade.  

Contact Information
Department of Archaeology
Visit Program Website (http://archaeology.sites.unc.edu/home/ca/)
108 Alumni Building, CB# 3120
(919) 962-6574

Chair
Jon Marcoux

Director of Undergraduate Studies
Rachel Briggs
rvbriggs@email.unc.edu
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