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CURRICULUM IN GLOBAL
STUDIES (GRAD)
The master of arts (M.A.) in global studies is a two-year interdisciplinary
“applied research” degree that combines scholarly rigor and practical
skills. Students enrolled in the program will focus on analysis of
transregional and transnational themes, events, and processes that affect
states and societies around the world, such as: transnational social
movements; movement of people; culture and literature; the diffusion of,
and clashes over, political and social norms; and implications of global
trade, investment, production, and employment patterns.

The program’s courses focus on issues with contemporary global
significance and policy relevance. Global Studies is an emerging
discipline, and UNC–Chapel Hill is at the forefront of defining the field and
evolving methodological approaches.

The educational objectives of the program are to:

• Highlight issues of current and emerging global significance;
• Prepare current and future leaders with knowledge and analytical

skills needed for careers in international work; and
• Provide an education that trains individuals to understand and

respond to the nature of global change.

Students specialize in one of four concentrations: Global Politics, Global
Economics, Global Migration, or Russian, Eurasian, and East European
Studies (REEES).

Stay up to date on all things UNC Global Studies by following us on
Instagram: @uncglobalstudies

Courses
Numbered 400-999:

• Global Studies (GLBL) (https://catalog.unc.edu/courses/glbl/)

Requirements for the Thematic
Concentrations of the Global Studies M.A.
Degree
The Curriculum in Global Studies offers graduate work for the degree of
master of arts (M.A.) in Global Studies. Students pursue a concentration
in one of the following three thematic areas: global politics, institutions,
and societies; global economy; or global migration and labor rights. A
concentration in Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies (REEES)
is also available, but it has distinct degree requirements (see below).

To earn one of the three thematic concentrations in the Global Studies
M.A., the student must fulfill the following curriculum requirements:

Code Title Hours
GLBL 700 Introduction to Research and Theory in Global

Studies
3

GLBL 701 Political Economy of Development 3
GLBL 702 Global Politics, Institutions, and Societies 3
GLBL 703 Global Migration and Labor Rights 3
One methods course (approved by the Director of Graduate Studies) 3

GLBL 992 Master's (Non-Thesis) (Writing Credits (3 hours
each semester in your second year in program))

6

At least five elective courses in a concentration determined in
consultation with the director of graduate studies

15

Completion and defense of capstone project

Total Hours 36

Further information concerning the Global Studies M.A. Program may
be obtained on the program's website (http://globalstudies.unc.edu/
masters/) or from Dr. Erica Johnson (ericaj@email.unc.edu),
Director of Graduate Studies, at Telephone: (919) 962-0663; Email:
ericaj@email.unc.edu.

Requirements for the REEES
Concentration in the Global Studies M.A.
Degree
The Global Studies M.A. Program also offers a concentration in Russian,
East European, and Eurasian Studies (REEES). To earn the Global Studies
M.A. with the REEES concentration, the student must fulfill the following
requirements:

Code Title Hours

Four semester courses in a regionally appropriate language (Czech,
Polish, Russian, Serbo-Croatian, Ukrainian, or Turkish)

12

HIST 783 Introduction to Russian, Eurasian, and East
European History

3

GLBL 700 Introduction to Research and Theory in Global
Studies

3

GLBL 730 Identities and Transitions 3
GLBL 993 Master's Research and Thesis ((3 hours each

semester in your second year in program))
6

Elective credits 9
Completion and defense of a thesis

Total Hours 36

Further information on the REEES concentration in the Global
Studies M.A. Program may be obtained on the program's website
(http://globalstudies.unc.edu/masters/) or from Dr. Erica Johnson
(ericaj@email.unc.edu), Director of Graduate Studies, at Telephone: (919)
962-0663; Email: ericaj@email.unc.edu.

Professors
Chad Bryant, History
Renée Alexander Craft, Communication
Mark Driscoll, Asian Studies
Banu Gökariksel, Geography
Liesbet Hooghe, Political Science
Elizabeth Olson, Geography
John Pickles, Geography
Graeme Robertson, Political Science
Meenu Tewari, City and Regional Planning
Michael Tsin, History
Milada A. Vachudova, Political Science

Associate Professors
Andrea F. Bohlman, Music
Stephanie DeGooyer, English and Comparative Literature
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Lucy Martin, Political Science
Nina Martin, Geography
Townsend Middleton, Anthropology
Michael Morgan, History
Christopher Nelson, Anthropology
Eunice Sahle, African, African American, and Diaspora Studies
Mark Sorensen, Anthropology
Angela Stuesse, Anthropology

Adjunct Assistant Professors
Hannah Gill, Institute for the Study of the Americas
Niklaus Steiner, Political Science

Teaching Professors
Erica Johnson, Global Studies
Michal Osterweil, Global Studies
Jonathan Weiler, Global Studies

Teaching Assistant Professor
Carmen Huerta-Bapat, Global Studies

Contact Information
Curriculum in Global Studies
Visit Program Website (http://globalstudies.unc.edu)
301 Pittsboro Street, FedEx Global Education Center, Suite 2200

Chair
Banu Gökarıksel
banug@email.unc.edu

Director of Graduate Studies
Erica Johnson
ericaj@email.unc.edu

Student Services Manager
Sidar Sahin
sahin@unc.edu

Business Officer
Sophia Brown
Sobro@unc.edu
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