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POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
The University provides a list of campuswide official policies (http://
policies.unc.edu). The policies and procedures in this section of the
catalog include information about course credit; registration and
enrollment; attendance, grading, and examination; academic standing,
transcripts; and other important information.

Regulations and Requirements for
Undergraduate Students
Students are responsible for observing the procedures, regulations, and
requirements of the University as they are set forth here and in other
official University publications. This section describes many of the
requirements and regulations that apply to undergraduates, but it is not a
complete list of all such regulations and requirements. Unless otherwise
stated, the regulations described in this section will govern the academic
progress of students from their first year in the General College through
their final semester in the College of Arts and Sciences or one of the
undergraduate professional schools. The staff of the University will gladly
provide students with detailed information concerning their academic
program or academic problems, but this does not relieve any student of
individual responsibility for meeting the University’s requirements and
observing University regulations.

Regulations and Requirements for
Graduate Students
The Graduate School Handbook contains most of the policies and
procedures of The Graduate School at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. Students should become familiar with the material pertaining
to their degree programs, and, together with their faculty advisors, make
certain that the chosen program of study complies with all policies.

Policy Changes
The following policies and/or content was changed since the publication
date of this catalog:

Pass/Fail
Provided clarification on two points:

• Students may not declare a First-Year Seminar, FY-Launch, Triple-I, or
Data Literacy course as Pass/Fail.

• A student may not un-declare and then re-declare a major or minor in
order to use a course with a grade of PS in that major/minor. 

Updates were made to the catalog on 6-27-22.

References:

See IDEAs in Action General Education Curriculum (http://
catalog.unc.edu/undergraduate/ideas-in-action/).

See Pail/Fail Option Policy (http://catalog.unc.edu/policies-procedures/
registration-enrollment-withdrawal/)

(Note: The language in the "Terms in Residence and Transferred Semesters"
section below was changed on March 17, 2023.)

Terms in Residence and Transferred
Semesters
First-Year Students
Students who enter the University as first-year students are expected to
complete their undergraduate degree in eight semesters. Summer terms
are not included in the semester count as noted below.

Students who wish to attend a ninth semester must submit a written
petition to, and receive permission from, their dean's office. Permission
to enroll in a ninth semester or beyond must be secured in advance.
Permission to enroll in a ninth semester or beyond will not be granted for
the sole purpose of completing multiple areas of study (i.e., a secondary
major and a minor or two minors). However, students who receive
permission to enroll in a ninth semester or beyond for other reasons may
retain a secondary major or minor.

Transfer Students
Transfer students who enter with fewer than two transfer semesters
(UNC-equivalent semesters) are expected to complete their degree in
eight total semesters (which includes both transferred semesters and
terms in residence).

Students who enter with two or more transferred semesters may enroll in
up to 10 total semesters and complete up to three areas of study, such as
a secondary major and a minor or two minors.

For additional information, see “Transfer of Credit” in Undergraduate
Admissions (https://catalog.unc.edu/admissions/undergraduate/
#text) and “Calculation of Transferred Semesters Based on the Number
of Transferred Credit Hours” in the Credit and Evaluation (https://
catalog.unc.edu/policies-procedures/credit-evaluation/) section of the
Catalog.

Maximum Length of Study
Students who have completed their graduation requirements for their
first degree may not receive financial aid for subsequent semesters.
For additional eligibility information, refer to SAP policy (https://
studentaid.unc.edu/current/sap/).

Summer Semesters
Courses completed during summer semesters after a student is enrolled
at UNC–Chapel Hill are not included in the semester count.

Transfer credit hours for courses completed during summer terms prior
to enrolling at UNC–Chapel Hill are included in the transferred semester
count. Summer enrollment at UNC–Chapel Hill immediately before
the first semester of full-time, degree-seeking enrollment as a transfer
student will not count towards the calculation of semesters completed.

Maintained by the Educational Policy Committee. Last approved on January
27, 2017, see Resolution 2017-1.

Students must complete a major field of study as prescribed by the
academic unit.
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